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EXPANSION

No Income Cap, Income Threshold No Longer Applies

Key Details of the 2026 Expansion

No Income Cap: The previous £7,400 net earned income threshold no longer
applies to the new expanded group.

Free school meals are now split into Two Benefit Categories:

Targeted FSM (for household earnings of £7,400 or less, which unlocks
Pupil Premium funding) and
Expanded FSM (for earnings above £7,400, which provides the meal only).

How to Apply: While many local authorities automatically recheck or
transition existing claims, families receiving Universal Credit who are not yet
registered should submit an application through their local council or use
online checkers like the Free School Meals Checker to confirm status.

Official Guidance: Read the complete policy updates and requirements
on the GOV.UK Free School Meals Guidance page.

YOU COULD SAVEUP TO £550 A YEAR




